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In an age where informa�on flows abundantly and swi�ly through various channels, the challenge of
dis�nguishing between accurate informa�on and misleading content has become more crucial than
ever. Misinforma�on and disinforma�on pose significant threats to informed decision-making, public
discourse, and societal trust. To navigate this complex landscape, it is essen�al for individuals to
develop a keen sense of discernment. Here's a guide on how to iden�fy misinforma�on and
disinforma�on:

1. Check the Source: Start by examining the source of the informa�on. Reputable news outlets, official
government websites, and well-established organiza�ons are generally more reliable. Be wary of
sources that lack transparency, have a history of spreading false informa�on, or use inflammatory
language.

2.Verify Informa�on: Cross-reference informa�on across mul�ple sources to verify its accuracy.
Legi�mate news stories are o�en reported by several reputable outlets. If a piece of informa�on is not
corroborated by independent sources, approach it with skep�cism.

3. Evaluate the Tone and Language: Pay a�en�on to the tone and language used in the content.
Misinforma�on and disinforma�on o�en employ sensa�onalism, hyperbole, or emo�onally charged
language to provoke a specific reac�on. Objec�ve and fact-based repor�ng tends to be more
measured and neutral.

4. Examine the Date: Check the publica�on date of the informa�on. Some�mes outdated or old news
is presented as current events, leading to confusion. Stay informed about the context and �meline of
events to avoid falling for outdated informa�on.

5. Be Cri�cal of Images and Videos: In the era of photo and video edi�ng tools, visual content can be
easily manipulated. Reverse image searches and video analysis tools can help determine the
authen�city of images and videos. Be cau�ous of content that lacks proper a�ribu�on or context.

6. Fact-Checking Websites: U�lize fact-checking websites that specialize in debunking false
informa�on. Fact-checkers analyze claims made in news ar�cles, social media posts, and other sources
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President: Mis- and Disinformation, cont.

The Who, How and What: Concerns Over AI

to provide accurate assessments of their validity.

7. Consider the Intent: Evaluate the intent behind the informa�on. Misinforma�on is o�en spread
uninten�onally due to a lack of verifica�on, while disinforma�on is typically circulated with the
purpose of deceiving and manipula�ng public opinion. Understanding the mo�ve can be a key factor in
iden�fying decep�ve content.

8. Ques�on Your Biases: Be aware of your own biases and preconcep�ons. Misinforma�on can be
more easily accepted when it aligns with our exis�ng beliefs. Take a step back and objec�vely evaluate
informa�on, even if it supports your views.

In an era where informa�on is power, the ability to discern between truth and falsehood is a valuable
skill. By adop�ng a cri�cal mindset, checking sources, and staying vigilant, individuals can contribute to
a more informed and resilient society. Let us collec�vely strive to uphold the integrity of informa�on
and foster a culture of responsible sharing in the digital age.

Editor's Note: The above message was generated in less than one second
by AI (Ar�ficial Intelligence).

This was an eye-opening exercise for me. I wanted to see what the process of using AI for wri�ng was
like. It was astonishingly easy: I went to the ChatGPT website and signed up. There is no cost; you just
have to create a profile with a user name (email) and password. Once through that simple two-step
process, I requested an essay on misinforma�on and disinforma�on. Click.

One second later, this is what appeared. It is well wri�en and organized, and contained a lot of really
helpful �ps. This was not content pulled from the Internet. It was original content.

But, it made me wonder — how many AI-generated, well wri�en, plausible, ar�cles have I read and
believed to be legi�mate? It is truly something to ponder, especially in a crucial elec�on year.

AI is now the most downloaded app of all �me, with more than 100 million people using it every week.

Imagine the impact AI could have on our poli�cal process — for good or for misinforma�on. It is easy
to use, saves �me, and is free or affordable. That’s the posi�ve side. Of concern are data and privacy
issues, the poten�al for AI to promote incorrect or inaccurate informa�on, and how easily it can be
manipulated.

Consider these numbers reported from a November 2023 poll conducted by the Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs Research and the University of Chicago Harris School of Public Policy
that indicate growing concern over the rapid advances of genera�ve Ar�ficial Intelligence threatening
to amplify the influence of misinforma�on on 2024 presiden�al elec�on. Of those interviewed:

53%
will use chatbots to

learn about
candidates or ballot

issues

62%
believe candidates
will use AI to tailor
poli�cal ads to
individual voters

6 in 10
Adults think AI will
increase spread of
false & misleading

informa�on during the
elec�on cycle

58% of Democrats
58% of Republicans
44% of Independents

are concerned

83%
think candidates

will use AI to create
false or misleading
images or videos for

poli�cal ads
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PROGRAMS: Priority Issue Rises to Top at Lively Issues

By Renee Gralewicz, Program Director
program@lwvappletonfoxci�es.org

Can you believe our area weather? A�er the snow peoples came with 13” of joy causing us to delay
our Lively Issues program, there has been a drought. While some rejoice in this, we all know that the
culprit is climate change. Let’s hope that the snow people won’t want to make visits in April and May
to compensate for their current absence.

Lively Issues was a success. We had about 34 a�end the event. This year we began the conversa�on
by outlining some of the conclusions of the 2023-2024 Posi�on Review Through a DEI and Regional
Lens Study. Review Study Team Chair Jan Quinlan outlined the team’s process and highlighted the
posi�ons the team felt needed revisi�ng. There is one topic which the Review Team deemed a number
one priority: Public Safety/Local Police Protec�on (1973) and Regional Law Enforcement (1994)
posi�ons. We are pleased that those in a�endance agreed with us.

The other issues the Review Study Team thought needed a�en�on are:
• Local government posi�ons
• City Governmental Structure, Town Government (1961,1965, 1967, 1969, 1980, 1991;

Annexa�on 1989)
• County Government: Financial Planning (1974)
• County Government: Organiza�on & Func�on (1975)
• Solid Waste (1969) and Recycling (1990) posi�ons
• Housing (1995) posi�ons which have gaps even when including those embedded within Natural

Resource posi�ons: “Climate Resilience and Vulnerable Popula�ons” (2021)
• Local Transporta�on (1998) posi�ons

Those a�ending Lively Issues aided by offering some specific issues they thought need to be included
in the upcoming study as well as highligh�ng other issues and concerns. The results will be distributed
via email to the members soon.

We, along with all other Wisconsin Leagues, are co-sponsors of the Tuesday, February 13 (6:30 - 8:00
p.m.) “Environmental Jus�ce: Systemic Problems/Collabora�ve Solu�ons” program being hosted by
the LWV La Crosse Area. You can register for this event via our website or use the link provided in the
email about the event.

Of importance to our League is the Monday, March 18 Consensus mee�ng. The Review Study Team
will present the findings and recommenda�ons of our yearlong assessment of all our local posi�ons.

To refresh everyone's memory, members a�tending the May 2023 Annual Mee�ng charged us to
assess all of our posi�ons with a Fox Ci�es regional perspec�ve and diversity, equity, and inclusion
(DEI) lens. The intent is to iden�fy standing posi�ons that need further review, upda�ng, and/or
iden�fying areas that poten�ally require a future study. As men�oned above, there are a few which
the team believes need immediate a�en�on, immediate as within a few years.

However, there are many posi�ons which, with a few added phrases or sentences, can meet our
regional and DEI perspec�ves. These will be detailed at the Consensus mee�ng. We need your input
and knowledge to ensure that proposed changes make sense and follow LWV standards.
You will be ge�ng emails from me regarding all the upcoming programs.

UPCOMING EVENTS

February 27 (Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.) - "Makin' Cake" with Dasha Kelly Hanilton. [Loca�on: Fox Ci�es
Performing Arts Center, Kimberly-Clark Theater] Ticket purchase required: h�ps://foxci�espac.com/
event/makin-cake-with-dasha-kelly-hamilton/

(Continued on page 4)

We’ve been doing this work
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(Continued on page 4)
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PROGRAM: Priority Issue Rises to Top, cont.

ACTION: Despite Rocky Start, Town Hall Got Rolling
By Jan Quinlan
Vice President of Ac�on
ac�on@lwvappletonfoxci�es.org

It all started so well. In collabora�ng with the Leagues in Winnebago County and Greater Green Bay,
we were able to invite a number of legislators including for the first �me the Oshkosh and Green Bay
metro areas. And we got posi�ve results; five area legislators from both sides of the aisle agreed to
par�cipate: Rep. Dave Murphy, Rep. Lori Palmeri, Rep. Kris�na Shelton, Rep. Lee Snodgrass, and Rep.
Ron Tusler were planning to join us.

Unfortunately, that evening we experienced technical difficul�es. Legislators and guests alike had
challenges signing in. In the end, four of the five legislators were able to join us. Ul�mately, this Town
Hall was another highly informa�ve session as the elected representa�ves responded though�ully to
ques�ons about pending Wisconsin legisla�on. There was also a new dynamic with more than one
Democra�c legislator on hand to ar�culate their priori�es.

If you were one of the guests who had difficulty signing in, our apologies. To those of you who were
able to join us, thanks for your pa�ence, perseverance, and understanding. And, special thanks to our
elected officials who agreed to par�cipate that evening.

Our next Legisla�ve Town Hall will be in February 2025, and we’re already preparing for smoother
sailing for us all.

We encourage you to watch the video Town Hall proceedings using the link on the League’s website,
lwvappletonfoxci�es.org.

February 28 (Wednesday, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.) - "Truth Evolu�on Workshop" featuring Dasha Kelly
Hamilton offered in a partnership between the PAC and the League. [Fox Ci�es Performing Arts Center,
Kimberly-Clark Theater] No cost; registra�on requested: h�ps://foxci�espac.com/event/truth-
evolu�on-workshop/

March 18 (Monday, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.) – Consensus [Loca�on: Van Zeeland Nursery & Landscape
Community Room]

April 15 (Monday, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.) – Affordable Senior Housing [Loca�on: Brewster Village, 3300 W.
Brewster St., Appleton, WI 54914] [Op�onal Tour Brewster Village at 4:00. p.m.]

May 23 (Thursday, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.) – Annual Mee�ng [Loca�on: The Hillside at Plamann Park, 1375 E.
Broadway Drive, Appleton, WI 54913]

On February 13, the Wisconsin State Legislature passed the maps Governor Evers
sent to the Supreme Court for considera�on in Clarke v. WEC. The Governor’s
maps dismantle the 2011 par�san gerrymander, which guaranteed a dominant
majority in the Legislature and thwarted the will of the people. Under the
Governor’s maps, Wisconsin voters will pick their elected officials - not the other
way around. The League calls on Gov. Evers to sign this bill. Find a complete
statement regarding this landmark ac�on here.

State Legislature Passes Maps;
Dismantles 2011 Par�san Gerrymander

mailto:action@lwvappletonfoxcities.org
https://lwvappletonfoxcities.org
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https://lwvappletonfoxcities.org/content.aspx?page_id=5&club_id=264322&item_id=98014&
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MEMBERSHIP: League’s Best Asset is You!
By Cindy Fallona, Membership Director
membership@lwvappletonfoxci�es.org

The best asset the League has in recrui�ng new
members is current members! Have you thought
about what you would say if a person asked you
why they should join? Perhaps these words from
our na�onal website will inspire you to form your
own response.

“Our members are passionate activists who
support our work in all 50 states and in more than 700 communities.

“Joining the League of Women Voters is a great way to get involved in your community and play
an active role in our democracy.

“Our volunteers work year round to assist citizens with voter registration, host community forums
in-person and virtual,ly and provide voters with election information they need. We engage at
the local and state evel on legislative priorities and efforts to improve our elections and protect
our democracy.”

Please Welcome & Introduce Yourself to Our NewMembers
James Pfefferle, Appleton and Patricia Osmuss, New London

Joining or renewing is easy! Go to lwvappletonfoxci�es.org and click on JOIN

Building Beyond Words invites all of us to make a gi� to the new
Appleton Public Library.

Our League relies on the APL in many ways: for mee�ngs, voters
registra�on sites, community forums, and more. The last APL
event before the pandemic shutdown was our League’s 2020
Mayoral Forum which a�racted so many people that some
needed to be turned away due to the size of the mee�ng room.

Even more important, our public libraries are the founda�on for a
strong democracy. All people, all genera�ons, all economic levels,
are welcome there. If you use the library to find books or other
materials, a�end programs for yourself or with your children, gather with other community groups, or
find a workplace that doesn’t require membership or buying anything — please consider a financial
gi� to Building Beyond Words.

Our League Board endorses this campaign because we know how vital our library is to our
community. Give as you are able. Your gi� will demonstrate you agree with the strength of our library
and its power in our community. Click here for more informa�on including a link for how to give.

LIBRARY: Foundation for Strong Democracy

mailto:membership@lwvappletonfoxcities.org
https://lwvappletonfoxcities.org
https://friendsofapl.org/building-beyond-words-capital-campaign/
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VOTER SERVICES: Reprising Candidate Forums
By Jacqui Klimaszewski
Vice President, Voter Services
voterservice@lwvapletonfoxci�es.org

A�er not having in-person candidate forums since COVID, we held two in February before the
February 20 primary.

The forum for Appleton District #4 Alderperson was held February 6 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at Memorial
Presbyterian Church (the District #4 poll loca�on). All three candidates a�ended and there were 20+
a�endees. Special thank you to Memorial Presbyterian Church for their assistance in using their
facility and to Crystal Mantzke and Becky O’Connor.
The forum for the Town of Buchanan – Supervisor #2 and #4 posi�ons was February 8 from 6:30-8:00
p.m. at the Town Hall. This is the first �me we have had a forum beyond City of Appleton and we were
made very welcome by the clerk, Cynthia Sieracki. We had five of the six candidates in a�endance and
read a statement from the candidate who couldn’t a�end.
Thanks to Sandi Rohde for helping us branch out to Town of Buchanan. Also, we express our
apprecia�on to the many volunteers who helped make these successful: Julie Evers (our �mer), Jan
Quinlan and Jeanne Roberts for sor�ng ques�ons, Jerry Roberts and Renee Gralewicz for recording,
and to Nancy Pourciau, Cindy Fallona, Cindy Carter and Sara Companik.
Look for links to the recordings of both forums on the League website, lwvappletonfoxci�es.org. The
primary candidates also were invited to respond to ques�ons on VOTE411.
There are MANY contested races coming up for the April 2 elec�on. Due to the number, we will be
contac�ng candidates regarding doing the interview version of a forum. Watch for the “Call for
Ques�ons” for these races.

VOTER SERVICES: DMV Pilot Project Holds Promise
By Jacqui Klimaszewski
Vice President, Voter Services
voterservice@lwvapletonfoxci�es.org

We are working on an exci�ng project to increase voter registra�on. Based on the successful format of
the Dane County League and Janesville League, we have connected with our local DMV to set up a
similar project. Volunteers from other Leagues have been very pleased with the number of ci�zens
they were able to assist in ge�ng registered.
Every DMV has a kiosk dedicated to MyVote.WI.gov. The plan will be to have two trained League
volunteers who will be there to assist voters a�er they have finished with their DMV business. The
Appleton DMV personnel are very posi�ve toward the project.
The tenta�ve plan is to provide training the week of February 19. We intend to start Monday,
February 26 and go through Wednesday, March 13—the dates that MyVote.wi.gov is available for
registra�on. The goal is to cover three 1.5 to 2.5 hour sessions each weekday, and one 3-hour session
on Saturdays. That works out to 33 volunteers/week (of course, volunteers can opt for more than one
day/more than one session). We would hope that volunteers would pick a day of the week that they
could commit to for the dura�on of the pilot project.
At Lively Issues, 18 League members have volunteered to get involved with the project! Once the
project is up and running, we will need someone to step up to coordinate this in an ongoing fashion. A
zoom mee�ng will be held with all of them invited to start formalizing the procedures.
If you are interested in ge�ng involved at the planning stage or once it is organized, please contact:
voterservice@lwvapletonfoxci�es.org

mailto:voterservice@lwvapletonfoxcities.org
https://lwvappletonfoxcities.org
mailto:voterservice@lwvapletonfoxcities.org
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ERA: Well, It’s About Time!
By Irene Strohbeen
for Mid-Day Women’s Alliance

Mid-Day Women’s Alliance (MDWA) and other partner
organiza�ons of the Women’s Ac�on Coali�on (WAC) held a
press conference on Monday, February 5 to announce the
bill introduc�on for the Wisconsin State Equal Rights
Amendment to our state cons�tu�on.

Representa�ve Lori Palmeri from Oshkosh’s 54th Assembly District, who is the lead bill author,
introduced the proposed amendment, which is much broader than the original ERA, ensuring equal
rights for all under the law because “a�er more than 50 years, it’s embarrassing that ANY Wisconsinite
has fewer rights than another.” Appleton’s Representa�ve Lee Snodgrass, co-author, added her
support.

One of Appleton’s early feminists, Mary Ann Rossi, shared the history of the WI ERA and the local
feminist movement with the crowd of more than 50 people, followed by statements from WAC
partner organiza�ons. In par�cular, Linda Bjella spoke on the history of the League of Women Voters,
and Alice Paul’s role in women’s suffrage and the ERA.

We also heard from the genera�on that will inherit our past and current decisions: Megan Eisenstein,
government major from Lawrence University, spoke on the rights she lost with the Dobbs decision
because she came to college in Wisconsin vs staying in Illinois, and how she dreams of the day when
equal rights will be restored to millions of people in the state.

Press coverage of the event was picked up across the state — and beyond. Here are a few news videos
and posts from the event:

Madison: h�ps://www.wiproud.com/news/local-news/equal-rights-amendment-bill-re-introduced-in-madison/

Eau Claire: h�ps://www.weau.com/2024/02/06/local-lawmakers-introduce-equal-rights-amendment/

Green Bay: h�ps://www.wbay.com/2024/02/05/local-lawmakers-introduce-equal-rights-amendment/

Green Bay: h�ps://fox11online.com/news/local/gallery/northeast-wisconsin-lawmaker-introduces-equal-rights-amendment-to-
state-cons�tu�on-representa�ve-lori-palmeri-lee-snodgrass-appleton-oshkosh-lgbtq-race-sex-religion?photo=1

Green Bay radio: h�ps://wncy.com/2024/02/05/northeast-wisconsin-lawmaker-introduces-equal-rights-amendment-to-state-
cons�tu�on/

https://www.wiproud.com/news/local-news/equal-rights-amendment-bill-re-introduced-in-madison/
https://www.weau.com/2024/02/06/local-lawmakers-introduce-equal-rights-amendment/
https://wncy.com/2024/02/05/northeast-wisconsin-lawmaker-introduces-equal-rights-amendment-to-state-constitution/
https://wncy.com/2024/02/05/northeast-wisconsin-lawmaker-introduces-equal-rights-amendment-to-state-constitution/
https://wncy.com/2024/02/05/northeast-wisconsin-lawmaker-introduces-equal-rights-amendment-to-state-constitution/
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News about PFAS is infiltra�ng our lives and — appropriately for "forever chemicals" —isn't
going away. Contamina�on from per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, known as PFAS, has been
found in sites all over Wisconsin, stemming from any number of the many ways these
substances are used.
To arm yourself for the fight to clean our waters and protect the health of Wisconsinites, the
League of Women Voters of Wisconsin invites you to join us in the first of two virtual webinars
that delve into how PFAS get into our bodies, how to protect ourselves, and what is happening
at the state and federal level to mi�gate this issue.
Topics: • The origins of PFAS • Health effects

• Where it's found in Wisconsin • Personal protec�on measures
• How it enters our bodies and those most at risk • Current requirements that affect WI

Register at
h�ps://us02web.zoom.us/mee�ng/register/tZUrf-CgqTkqE92p77dbe48bMv91l6xN-x3X#/

registra�on

Dasha Kelly
Hamilton’s
“Makin’ Cake”
spoken word
performance at
the Fox Ci�es
Performing Arts
Center on
February 27 will
give you reason

to pause and examine life through new lenses. Audiences will be served layered
storytelling about race, culture and class through the eyes of baking and American history.

The performance will be followed by a cake recep�on and discussion on stage in Thrivent Hall.
For more informa�on and to purchase �ckets visit the PAC website.

The next day, February 28, con�nue the conversa�on experience at the Truth Evolu�on Workshop.

With magic markers, personal story, and imagina�on, Dasha Kelly Hamilton will guide par�cipants
through crea�ve discovery and facilitate a dialogue around race, class, and equity. The Truth Evolu�on
is a model for community vitality, organiza�onal bias training, and personal an�-racism work.

This workshop is offered as a partnership between the Fox Ci�es Performing Arts Center (PAC) and the
League of Women Voters of Appleton-Fox Ci�es, and is made possible by the generous support of
Community First Credit Union.

More details on the February 28th workshop can be found HERE.

JOIN IN: Makin’ Cake & Truth Evolution

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUrf-CgqTkqE92p77dbe48bMv91l6xN-x3X#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUrf-CgqTkqE92p77dbe48bMv91l6xN-x3X#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUrf-CgqTkqE92p77dbe48bMv91l6xN-x3X#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUrf-CgqTkqE92p77dbe48bMv91l6xN-x3X#/registration
https://foxcitiespac.com/event/makin-cake-with-dasha-kelly-hamilton/?fbclid=IwAR0ftjhtSehUzde6f3hPojTkZT7IFTvVOgeh6jBbi1-edpCTrAShT_3PN7E
https://foxcitiespac.com/event/truth-evolution-workshop/?fbclid=IwAR0js9-XDCOTAYG2sZc6V-arIwUNgp0ZV-n-79qGjFy12Ypxjpc-IQ_Bh7U

