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SMSA Consensus - November, 1974

1.

The Leagues of Women Voters of Appleton, Neenah-Menasha and Oshkosh
believe there is a2 community of interest in the Appleton-Oshkosh.
SMSA that goes beyond the statistical value of the designation and
offers a potential for orderly development and improved quality of
life.

-2+, -The following areas could be dealt with cooperatively: environmental
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concerns4”e. g. land use planning, solid waste management, and air
-and water pollution: arcawide recreation; publlc c0mmun1catlon-and
mass transit,

Existing govermmental structures should be encouraged to cooperate
in dealing with those SMSA concerns listed above.

Emerging governmental structures concerned with SMSA problems must
meet.the following minimum eriteria: (1) representation based on
population; (2) direct accountability to the people; (3) equitable
funding; (4) political feasibility.




SMSA WORKSHOP

Leaguers All -- Mark Saturday, Februsry 16
on your calendar of Must Do Things so you
won't miss the great Three-league, Brown Pag,
SMSA Workshop. It may be the first time in
history that the Appleton-Oshkosh SMSA has
prompted n cooperative venture of any kind,

Location is the Labor Temple, 157 S. Green
Bay Road, Ncenah, Take U.S5. 41 to the Hy.150-
Bast exit, turn right into Green Bay Road (ser=-
vice roadj and go a block or twn., Workshop
begins at 10 a.m., ends at 2 p.n. The brown
bag is far your own lunch. Coffee and tee will
he available.

This workshop is an exerciae in cooperation,
coordinntion, and imegination. If Winnebago,
Outagarie, and Calumet counties comprise a
standard metropolitan statistical area, what's
this metropolis we live in really like and
should its urban charscteristics be emphasized?
Just what do we have here and what could we
have?

Your Three-league SMSA Committoe will tell

you the "Nature of the Beast" from 10 to 11 a.n.

We'll all talk area-wide prablems, programs,
ant services until noon, then hrown bag it.

Robert K. Halloin, chairman, UWO Department
of Urban =nd Regicnal Studies, will give us
20 minutes on the kinds of governmental vehi-
¢les used in areawide cooreration and answer
your questions afterward.

From 1:15 to 2 p.m., Leaguers will explore
the possibility of a three-league consensus
on the question of SMSA implementation. We
have never before done thin. In fact, there
have been times wher the knowledgeable and
agtute women of the three leagues reached
conclusions at odds with esch other on areas
matters., We could set a nrecedent to follow
in the future as a result of this conasensus
approach.

The February 16 workshop is vour opportun-
ity to begin at ground level in SMSA develop-
ment here even hefore the politicos have
thought much about it. You can help develop
a nev leaguse technique or help to shout it
down, 1If you've ever felt handicapped by a
lack of backgroundt, experience and informe-
tion on a lLesgue concern, the workshop is a
chance to start at the beginning of a posmible

Prupuoew pauglau #Lhia DE 1L LThe next tmllatin.

A special thanks goes to all those who
helped to make the evening lively by present-
ing their program ideas: Cathy Boardman, Berta
Churchill, Rose Marie Dercks, Pat Pilgen, Mar-
cia Hittle, Barb Hussin, Cynthia Johnson, Jean
Radford, Mina Schwartz, and Ber Wieckert.

- Sue Kinde
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Yembers =aw that there is a basis for a community of interest :
in the Aiprleton-Cshkosh Ii0A. The area wide probtlers Qiahted

in pore then rpalf of the units were: cooriina<ion o”
enforcement services, envircnmental Lreblems of solid ?“te,

air and woter vollution 2nd land use, mass trs n“lt TEC“EJthn
facilities, ambulance znd ecergency services, and health services.
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Fenbers saw advantdges in cormmunicaticn and cecordinzation tnrough-
cut the S.ZA in the area of law enforcement in so far 2s pureh
digratehing of srecial cuads znd record <ee**ﬁg is corcerned
Eowever, it wzs Zfelt that delivery of services and nclicy rek
should reczin at tze local level..

s

A need for cooreration within tkhe 3134 in solving environmental
rroblems of s=o0lid waste, air and water pollution and land us=e
was also exrressed.,

Intercity mass trznsit was seen as a problem that would best be
handled on a cooperative basis within the tri-county area.

Members were in favor of SHSA cooperation in the establishment
of uniform standerds of service for all emergency services to
promote quick service.

Discussion of possible governmental structures wes centered
around two rmajor reservations. lenters felt that area troblems
they had discussed should not be handled by the state, but at
the same time, nenmbers didn't want to commit themselves to
necessarily creating snother level of governmert. Thus, it was
felt that coopsration between existing governmentel structures,
or possitly an urban service district, would provide the best
gegns of dealing with area-wide protlems in the Appleton-Oshkosh
MSA.

Members felt that given a proposed governmental structure
concerned with an area-wide problem, certain properties were
eszential to its proper functicning.

Members favored representation brged on population, though the
worry of urban concerns dominating over rurzl concerns was expressed.

There was a strong feeling for the need of governmental
accountability to the people.

Finally, members felt that it was impertant that a2 given prorosed
governmental structure be nolltlcally feasible before leazgue time
and efforts would be svent in its support.

*This report will be filed until the Oshkosh and Neenah-Menasha
Leagues have also taken consensus, at which time the joint consensus
will be formed.



