
LWV Appleton Response to the events in our Nation's Capitol 

on January 6, 2021 

 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan organization with a 100 year history of Empowering 

Voters and Defending Democracy.  We have had both successes and are learning from our failures. 

What happened on the steps of our nation’s capitol yesterday, January 6, 2021 was the ultimate in a 

failure of democracy.  It was not exercising a constitutional right to assembly and free speech.  It was a 

riot by ill-informed people incited by the president of the United States and because of this, that 

president has given up his privilege to sit in the White House and serve the people of this great country.  

The rioters were stirred on by lies being perpetrated by the president to fuel his own narcissism.  The 

facts and judgments of 60 courts of both Republican and Democratic judges have ruled that the 

president’s rhetoric is based on lies.  There are only thirteen more days left in his presidency and some 

would say to let the time go by and move on from this president.  Allowing the current president to 

serve out his final thirteen days is a dangerous proposition based on what we saw yesterday in 

Washington DC. Democracy was attacked by the president and the nonpartisan response is to remove 

that attack to Democracy.  The LWV of Appleton believes that the way to continue to Empower Voters 

and Defend Democracy for the sake of our country and our democracy, is to take the drastic step to 

invoke the 25th Amendment.  The president has made it clear that he is not mentally capable of leading 

our country and is only capable of representing himself.  Vice President Pence, do your duty. Invoke the 

25th Amendment. 

What happened yesterday was also another example of the double standard that exists in our law 

enforcement environment and why we need to review our policing culture.  Compare how the violent 

rioters were treated yesterday compared to how Black Lives Matter protesters were treated over the 

summer. There were nearly 5000 law enforcement officials & National Guard called in prior to the BLM 

summer protest and a minimal presence yesterday for an attack that had been organized for weeks!  

The photos and the videos are the evidence.  No BLM protester was on the capitol steps and none would 

have ever been allowed to get close!  The signals for weeks including incendiary messages from the 

president on social media should have forewarned law enforcement to be prepared for an attack such 

as what happened. Yet law enforcement was more prepared to tear gas peaceful protesters standing up 

for the rights of people of color than primarily home-grown white terrorists carrying confederate flags 

into our capitol building and attacking our Democracy!   

The League of Women Voters of Appleton believes that all people have a constitutional right to free 

speech and assembly but not to violently attack democracy.  The League will always stand up for these 

rights and fight voter suppression to fulfill our mission Empower Voters and Defend Democracy. 

 

Jeanne Roberts, President, League of Women Voters of Appleton 


