Presidents’ Message

We have all heard the old adage: “All politics is local.” In her excellent presentation on
November 15, Nancy Jones focused on local engagement as an “upward spiral”, quoting the
famed animal rights activist, Jane Goodall from her recent book, The Book of Hope. Goodall
noted that so many people look at the world and, depressed by the enormity of the problems,
they are stymied and feel powerless. She advised that the best way to take the first step forward
is to get involved locally. When you engage with a small group of like-minded people in your
community, you find that you can make a positive difference.

When was the last time you attended a local government meeting? Leaguers have been doing this
for generations as part of our Observer Corps. We have kept our ears to the ground, dutifully
showing up wearing our LWV buttons, quietly listening and taking notes from the back of the
room. We then reported back to the LWV board, calling attention to important issues and when
decisions would be made by our local leaders. When the time came for a vote by a city council,
county board, or school board, the League president was there to make a statement on behalf of
our organization. This process of local engagement is the bedrock of League, and has earned our
organization the respect of our local officials. They know that we stand squarely on the side of
good government.

It’s hard to find a silver lining during this dreadful pandemic, but this may be one: It has never
been easier to observe and engage with local government. No longer do you have to go out on a
dark, winter evening and find a place in a corner of the city council chambers or board room to
listen to the proceedings. Virtually every local government meeting is now available on-line, and
accessible as a live stream. Don’t have time at the dinner hour to log in? No problem. Most
meetings are recorded and posted for later viewing. There is a lot of mundane discussion to be
sure, but listening to the deliberations that our local elected officials go through as they come to
important decisions is a real learning experience. Before long, you will find yourself talking to
others about what you’ve observed, and find ways to “act locally” that can make a positive
difference in your corner of the world.

The end of the year is a time for taking stock and making resolutions for the new year. Consider
making a resolution to take a positive step to act locally and get involved in our Observer Corps.
Contact our Action Vice-President, Jan Quinlan to volunteer. By the way, if you missed Nancy’s
presentation on November 15, you can watch the recording of it on our website: lwvppleton.org.



https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/appleton




