
 
 

September 14, 2021 

Statement to the Outagamie County Board of Supervisors on ARPA funds 

 

First, the LWV of Appleton commends the County for the process it used to gather public input 

regarding the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on residents. A series of stakeholder 

workshops were held throughout the county in outdoor venues that were accessible and safe. The 

workshops gave all participants an opportunity to identify the greatest needs and priorities that 

the ARPA funds might address.  The openness and transparency of this process provides a solid 

basis for good decision-making.  

 

The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 gives local governments an opportunity to use one-time 

federal funds to help mitigate the negative impact of the pandemic with priority given to those 

who were most harmed. It also provides an opportunity to help fund local long-range and 

visionary priorities with a focus on the most vulnerable populations. It requires a multi-pronged 

approach made of several interconnected building blocks. 

 

Safe and resilient environment: 

 

• We support climate and community resilience in all decision-making with the first 

priority given to vulnerable populations. 

• We support efforts to make community infrastructure systems more resilient and 

sustainable, including communication systems like broadband, that are accessible 

and affordable to all.  

 

Strengthen families and child care: 

 

• We support promoting self-sufficiency for individuals and families.  

• We support quality childcare centers for preschool children that give their parents 

the opportunity for employment. 

• We support child and elder care intended to enhance the economic base and to 

further quality of life for all residents. 

• We support consideration of cost effectiveness, transportation, and language 

needs when any services are planned. 

• We support a mental health care system which is community based and includes 

financial and geographic accessibility for residents of all ages. 

 

 

 

 



Affordable housing: 

 

• We support feasible programs for low income and special needs housing to 

relieve the housing shortage. 

• We support encouraging local and regional governments to actively pursue the 

development of adequate affordable housing near community centers, workplaces, 

and public transit. 

 

Budgetary efficiency: 

• We support coordination in how the funds are allocated among all local 

government entities in the Fox Valley region so the money is used most 

efficiently to benefit the greatest number of people. 

 

The League of Women Voters believes good government should be responsive to the will of the 

people. It can share in the solution to economic and social problems that affect the general 

welfare and promote a sound economy.  By allocating this federal money through local 

governments these funds can be used most effectively and efficiently by representatives who best 

understand the needs of the citizens they serve, but it is important to prioritize that allocation of 

ARPA funds honors the intent of this legislation which seeks to provide relief to those businesses 

and individuals who were most harmed by the pandemic.   

 

The LWV of Appleton, as well as the state and national levels of our organization base our 

support positions on rigorous study that has been endorsed by our membership. Thank you for 

this opportunity to share our positions.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Linda Bjella, Co-President 

League of Women Voters of Appleton-Fox Cities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


